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SHAHBOZOV PAHLAVON, A RESIDENT OF THE VILLAGE OF SIPONJ IN THE 

BARTAN VALLEY: "THE RESTORED CANAL WILL PROVIDE OUR VILLAGE WITH 

IRRIGATION WATER." 

Pahlavon Shahbozov lives in the village of Siponj in the Bartang valley of GBAO. He has three 

children - one student and two schoolchildren. His wife works as a teacher at a local school. He 

is engaged in private farming but receives little income from it.  

Along with his fellow villagers, he took an active part in cleaning and repairing the irrigation 

canal and restoring the forest area in Siponj village. In 2017, 9 hectares of degraded forest land 

were fenced off in this village, where about 3,000 willow seedlings were planted. In addition, a 

1.2 km long irrigation canal was cleaned and concreted. 

These activities were carried out within the framework of the German Society for International 

Cooperation (GIZ) regional project "Ecosystem –based Adaptation to Climate Change in 

High Mountainous Regions of Central Asia" (EbA), which is funded by the German Government 

in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. In Tajikistan, GIZ's partner in the implementation of 

the project is the CAMP Tabiat Public Foundation, a branch of the Public Foundation CAMP 

Alatoo. Siponj is one of the pilot villages of the project.  

The events were attended by 48 villagers, who received food aid from the UN World Food 

Programme (WFP) - 18,317 mg. The rural organization and local authorities of Siponj village 

took an active part in involving local residents in reconstruction works. 

According to Pakhlavon, residents of Siponj village previously felt lack of irrigation water for 

irrigation of land plots. "Completing the repair of the irrigation canal will now allow us to fully 

supply our village with irrigation water," he said. As Pakhlavon said “protection of the forest and 

planting of tree seedlings will contribute to the protection of the forest from livestock, as well as 

its preservation and restoration. In the future, the forest may provide us with a lot of useful hay 

for animals, as well as firewood and building materials. But we need to use the forest sustainably 

for this purpose.” 

According to Pahlavon, WFP food aid has greatly increased the motivation of local residents to 

participate in reconstruction works. "Thanks to this assistance, we will be able to save our money 

for a few months and then use it to improve our living conditions," he added. Previously, 

Pakhlavon participated in workshops and trainings on climate change adaptation, sustainable 

water resources management and tourism development, which were conducted by CAMP Tabiat 

together with partners within the framework of the EbA project. "Seminars and trainings were 

very useful, we have received a lot of new knowledge and skills, which we now use in everyday 

life," he said. 

         


